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Skeptics & the Faithful

"In the Midst of Thee" - volumes 1 & 2 contain 200 favorite Glenn Rawson Stories - at www.historyofthesaints.org and at participating bookstores.


I speak to those today who pride themselves on being skeptics.


Jesus came into Capernaum near the beginning of His ministry and was approached by the Elders of the Jews. They asked Him to come and heal a man who was about to die.  The ailing man was the servant of a local centurion.  Now, a centurion was a Roman military officer in command of a hundred men.  And this centurion seams different than most soldiers we read about among the Jews, in that he was a man of compassion.  And even though he was the conqueror, he loved the Jews and built them a synagogue for worship.


Therefore, when the centurion’s servant became ill, the Jews told him of Jesus, and His marvelous power to heal.  Well, the centurion believed the word of the Jews, and asked them to go to Jesus and request that He come and heal his servant.


Now please note:  The Roman commander is asking on behalf of his servant, not himself.  The Jews were eager to comply.  They found Jesus and earnestly pleaded with Him to come,


“… saying, That he was worthy for whom he should do this:” (Luke 7:4)


The Savior agreed.  However, before He could reach the home of the centurion, the centurion reconsidered, and he sent friends to the Savior saying,


“… Lord, trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof:  … neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee: but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed. For I also am [am also] a man set under authority, having under me soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.” (Luke 7:6-8)


Well, when the Savior heard this, ‘He marveled’ at this most meek and lowly man.  And then He turned to those who were walking with Him and He said for all to hear,


“… I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.” (Luke 7:9)


Well, when I read this, I marveled, because I want to be that kind of a man of faith.  Where and how did this centurion demonstrate such commendable faith?


I think this is what it is:  When the Roman centurion’s servant became ill, and the Jews told him about Jesus, he heard that word, and he believed it implicitly.  There’s no evidence that he did anything but just believe it and then he acted on it by asking Jesus to come.


However, the soldier knew what he was and considered himself unworthy to stand in the presence of the Son of God.  The humility of knowing our proper place in the presence of God pleases God.  It was in effect as though that centurion was [were] saying,


“We are both men of authority.  I command soldiers and servants, and they obey me.  You command heaven, earth, and angels, and they obey you.  I recognize your authority.  Speak now on behalf of my servant and now matter where you are, you will be obeyed and he will be healed.”


What faith!  This man was no skeptic!  He heard the word about Jesus; he believed it without question, and acted on it without doubt.  He needed no miracles, no great time to pray and find out.  He just believed it!


My friends, the Savior still moves in power among us.  And there are those who speak of Him meekly and with authority.  Their words can awaken faith and lead to miracles – if we believe.  No skeptic with ever find such power – for where skeptics are, faith is not.  The choice is ours.

Glenn Rawson – September 22, 2008

Music:  Jesus, The Very Thought Of Thee – Greg Hansen & Michael Dowdle

Song:  Jesu, the Very Thought Is Sweet – Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra
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